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Background Information: 
Every two years, school districts within Snohomish County are required to 
update their Capital Facilities Plans (CFP).  CFP’s are required if a District wishes 
to collect school impact fees from new developments under the Growth 
Management Act.  This update follows the same format as the previous plan 
from 2006.  Major changes include enrollment updates to 2025 and projection of 
facilities needs up to 2013.   
 
Administrative Consideration: 
The new impact fees will be $4,444 for single family dwellings, $0 for multi-
family one bedroom, and $4,562 for multi-family two-plus bedroom units. 
 
After approval of the Board the CFP will be forwarded to Snohomish Count for 
incorporation into their General Policy Plan (GPP).  The new school mitigation 
impact fees (for unincorporated Snohomish County) will be enforced as soon as 
the County finishes their GPP update process.  We will also forward the 
approved CFP to the City of Arlington for adoption of the new impact fees. 
 
Superintendent’s Recommendation: 
That the Board adopts the 2008-2013 Capital Facilities Plan establishing revised 
impact fees for new development within the district. 
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INTRODUCTION

A. Purpose ofthe Capital Facilities Plan

The Washington State Growth Management Act (the "OMA") includes schools in the category of
public facilities and services. School districts have adopted capital facilities plans to satisfy the
requirements of the GMA and to identify additional school facilities necessary to meet the
educational needs of the growing student populations anticipated in their districts.

Arlington Public Schools (the "District") has prepared this Capital Facilities Plan (the "CFP") to
provide Snohomish County (the "County") and the City of Arlington (the "City") with a schedule
and financing program for capital improvements over the next six years (2008-2013).

In accordance with the Growth Management Act, the Snohomish County Ordinance Nos. 97-095
and 99-107, this CFP contains the following required elements:

• Future enrollment forecasts for each grade span (elementary, middle, and high
schools).

• An inventory of existing capital facilities owned by the District, showing the
locations and capacities of the facilities.

• A forecast of the future needs for capital facilities and school sites.

• The proposed capacities of expanded or new capital facilities.

• A six-year plan for financing capital facilities within projected funding capacities,
which clearly identifies sources of public money for such purposes. The financing
plan separates projects and portions of projects which add capacity from those
which do not, since the latter are generally not appropriate for impact fee funding.

• A calculation of impact fees to be assessed and support data substantiating said
fees.

In developing this CFP, the District followed the following guidelines set forth in the Snohomish
County General Policy Plan:

• District should use information from recognized sources, such as the U.S. Census
or the Puget Sound Regional Council. School districts may generate their own
data if it is derived through statistically reliable methodologies. The information
must not be inconsistent with Office of Financial Management ("OFM")
population forecasts. Student generation rates must be independently calculated
by each school district.

• The CFP must comply with the GMA.

• The methodology used to calculate impact fees must comply with the GMA. The
CFP must identify alternative funding sources in the event that impact fees are not
available due to action by the state, county or cities within the District.

• The methodology used to calculate impact fees also complies with the criteria and
the formulas established by the County and the City.
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B. Overview ofArlington Public Schools

Two-hundred square miles in area, the District encompasses the City of Arlington and portions of
unincorporated Snohomish County. The District is bordered by the Conway, Darrington, Granite
Falls, Lakewood, Marysville, Sedro-Woolley, and Stanwood-Camano School Districts.

The District serves a full-time equivalent (FTE) student population of 5,289 with five elementary
schools (K-5), two middle schools (grades 6-8), one high school (grades 9-12), one alternative
high school (grades 9-12), and one support facility for home schooled children (grades K-12).
For the purposes of facility planning, this CFP considers grades K~5 as elementary, grades 6-8 as
middle school, and grades 9-12 as high school. For purposes of this CFP, neither enrollment in
the Stillaguamish Valley School (a home school support facility serving grades K-12), Freshman
Academy (9th grade) nor enrollment in the alternative high school (Weston) are included.

The most significant issues facing the District in tenns of providing classroom capacity to
accommodate existing and projected demands are:

• Facility needs have been projected in both the near and long-tenn at the high school
levels. Though the core capacity of the new high school is designed to support 2,000
students, the current facility lacks classroom capacity to accommodate the existing and
projected enrollment.

• The northwest and southern areas of the District are experiencing a rapid rate of growth in
new housing starts. Despite the population growth of these areas, no schools are located
nearby. It will become more and more difficult to transport students (particularly at the
elementary level) to the existing schools which are all located within or near the city
limits of Arlington. The District intends to purchase property for a future elementary
school in both these areas.
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